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This is the fourth volume in The Illustrated Flora of Illinois devoted to dicotyledons, or dicot plants.

Dicots are the greatest group of flowering plants, exceeding the monocotyleÂdons, or monocots.

Dicots produce a pair of seed leaves during germination while monocots produce only a single seed

leaf.Â This volume contains four orders and ten families of dicots. The orders included in this

volume are Malvales, Urticales, Rhamnales, and Euphorbiales. Within the Malvales are the families

Tiliaceae, Sterculiaceae, and MalÂvaceae. The families Ulmaceae, Moraceae, and Urticaceae

comprise the Urticales. Rhamnaceae and Elaeagnaceae make up the Rhamnales. The

Euphorbiales include only the Thymelaeceae and the Euphorbiaceae.
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This volume is one of several (about 10) that will make up a complete Flora of Illinois. Many

volumes are available now, and a few wait to be published. The complete flora will include

something nearing 3000 entries for individual species of this surprisingly diverse area of the county,

with distribution maps specific to IL. Its entries are very readable, while including much information

for characteristics and distribution, in addition to many line drawings that make it valuable for ID too.
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